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We are an equal opportunity employer and provider. 

BELLA VISTA WATER DISTRICT 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

August 23, 2021 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Bella Vista Water District convened at the Dis-
trict Office Boardroom on Monday, August 23, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. 
 

MODIFIED BROWN ACT PROCEDURES IN LIGHT OF COVID-19:  

In Compliance with CA Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20 some members of the Board of 
Directors and members of the public participated in this meeting by teleconference.  There was not 
office space available for the public to participate in-person.  The call-in information for the Board 
of Directors and the public was as follows: 

Weblink:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86135632720?pwd=S2V1cGJLUFpmWnppL3l0aUxmYjdKZz09  
Dial in:  US:  +16699009128,,86135632720#,,,,*937711# or +12532158782,,86135632720#,,,,*937711# 
Meeting ID: 861 3563 2720 
Passcode: 937711 

Any member of the public on the telephone may speak during Public Comment or may email public 
comments to cwade@bvwd.org and comments will be read from each member of the public.  Dur-
ing this period of modified Brown Act Requirements, the District will use best efforts to swiftly re-
solve requests for reasonable modifications or accommodations with individuals with disabilities, 
consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act, and resolving any doubt whatsoever in favor of 
accessibility. 

Board Members Present: 
President  - Frank Schabarum 
Vice-President  - Ted Bambino 
Director  - Bob Nash 
Director  - Jim Smith  
Director  - Leimone Waite  
 
Board Members Absent: 
None 
 
Officers and Staff Present: 
General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer - David Coxey 
District Engineer    - Wayne Ohlin 
Office Manager    - Connie M. Wade 
 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
2.   Public Comment 
 
 None 
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3.   Consent Calendar: 
 
3-1 Approval of Minutes of July 26, 2021, Regular Meeting 
3-2 Approval of Minutes of August 12, 2021, Special Meeting 
3-2 Financial Reports for Month Ending July 2021 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Approval and Adoption of all items on the Consent Calendar. 
 
M/S: [Smith/Nash] The Board approved and accepted the consent calendar. 
 
AYE:  Bambino, Nash, Schabarum, Smith and Waite; NAY: None; ABSTAIN:  None 
 
Old Business: 
 
None 
 
New Business: 
 
4.  Drought Conditions and Water Supply Update 
 
District Engineer, Wayne Ohlin updated the Board on the available supplies.  Wayne commented 
all the numbers are there as they have been with the addition of the KLI water transfer which is 
now official but doesn’t change the available supply number as it is a substitution for City of 
Redding Water.  Wayne reviewed the 8 stage index and discussed anticipated rains and reservoir 
storage levels. 
 
Discussion Only.  No Board action was taken. 
 
5.  Consider Professional Services Proposals for Groundwater Development 
 
Wayne introduced the item and explained the proposals received were quite extensive, which is 
appreciated.  This proposal is to pursue development and location of groundwater resources 
which is heavy lift as explained in the proposal.  David explained meeting with the Finance 
Committee and reviewed both proposals and have had some very productive conversations with 
the City of Redding so before we initiate proceed with this proposal, we think it makes sense to 
continue discussions with City of Redding.  Wayne explained tying into our system and 
conveying it is extremely costly.  Wayne discussed the next item, i.e., water storage.  Directors 
had some exchange of ideas and a general discussion ensued.  Discussed further ideas and 
historical Well production and potential locations.  Discussed Well issues the City of Redding 
experiences with arsenic.  Wayne discussed the water quality in the Chico formation.  David 
explained might be better off with a partnership with a neighboring agency. 
 
M/S: [Bambino/Waite] The Board made a motion to table the item.  

 
AYE:  Bambino, Nash, Schabarum, Smith and Waite; NAY: None; ABSTAIN:  None 
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6.   Authorize Professional Services Agreement for Water Storage Project Development 

and Drought Resiliency Grant Application 
 
Wayne explained that the USBR has posted a drought resiliency project grant announcement.  To 
be eligible, we will need to have the the appropriate planning in place to meet the criteria.  The 
Drought Contingency Plan identified the need for additional water storage.  This proposal is for 
Provost and Pritchard Consulting to expand the tank storage design and to complete the 
application.  The environmental portion has already been started and we are ready to proceed to 
the design portion for inclusion into the grant application.  Wayne stated we are on a very tight 
timeline, and therefore need assistance for us to get there in a timely manner and since Provost 
and Pritchard prepared the Drought Contingency Plan, it makes sense for them to do the advance 
design work and application process for the grant.  A general discussion ensured regarding the 
costs and benefits of water storage. 
 
M/S: [Bambino/Smith] Authorize the General Manager to execute engineering services agree-
ment for Water Storage Project Development and Drought Resiliency Grant Application with 
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group for $35,000. 
 
AYE:  Bambino, Nash, Schabarum, Smith and Waite; NAY: None; ABSTAIN:  None 
 
7.   Consider Cost Sharing and Reimbursement Proposal from Bethel Church 

Regarding Reports & Communications 
 
Wayne explained the background from the Engineering perspective and walked through how we 
got to the project that is being proposed.  Working with their consulting team, Bethel has 
designed a pump station similar to the Simpson Pump Station so it would accommodate their 
flows and the District’s future needs for the Simpson Zone.  Director Smith asked, if absent the 
Bethel Campus, would there be a need for this additional pump station.  Wayne explained that 
depending on development type and fire flow requirements, another pump station would 
eventually be necessary, based on the growth rate in the Simpson zone, as mentioned in the 
Master Plan and System Optimization Study.  Wayne also explained that a source of funds would 
be from Capital Improvement fees collected.   The proposal received is for a 50/50 cost share 
with the District contributing some funds up front and then reimbursing Bethel for the Districts 
remaining share with future capital improvement fees collected for new connections.  David 
introduced Brandon Tenney and explained that this is the first written proposal received by the 
District.  He then explained the context of the Master Plan, which anticipates growth and 
development over time and establishes the capital improvement fees necessary by zone to 
facilitate new capacity to serve that growth and development.  The significant fire flow 
requirement of the Bethel Campus was not anticipated or incorporated into the hydraulic 
modeling or projections in the Master Plan.  David explained there is also a significant technical 
challenge with two separate booster pump stations, both utilizing variable frequency drives 
rather than gravity, to boost pressure within a common zone.  Wayne explained the Simpson 
Zone is on both sides of Hwy 299.  The proposed pumping plant location is within PG&E 
territory and the estimated cost includes a backup diesel generator.  A general discussion ensued.  
David explained advise of legal counsel, John Kenny, the Board should appoint an ad hoc 
committee of the Board and negotiate through all the fine details with staff providing support.  
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Director Bambino had a question about Capital Improvement fees collected by zone and the term 
“fair share.” Directors Smith and Bambino volunteered to serve on the ad hoc committee.  
Director Schabarum asked about solar over the parking structure.  Brandon Tenney said yes, they 
have discussed solar but have not made any decision to use solar panels.  A discussion on solar 
and annexation into REU territory ensued.  Brandon Tenney explained Bethel’s position and 
prefers a project with benefits for the community rather than only their facility. 
 
M/S: [Waite/Schabarum] The Board authorized the formation of an ad hoc committee with 
Directors Bambino and Smith.    
 
8.  Engineer’s Report – Project Updates 
 
Wayne updated the Board on the Akrich/Moody Creek project.  The contractors received the 
backordered pipe and were on site today, they pot holed the connection and have begun 
installation.  Wayne explained the Federal Water Management Plan has not moved forward 
much as we continue to gather the data requested.  Wayne stated the EAGSA Sustainable 
Groundwater Plan is going out for review and the consultant is moving us along toward a 
completed plan.  The generator is still on order and should hopefully be here by the end of the 
month.  Wayne discussed the limited PSPS event we recently experienced and explained the 
work to get ready for a PSPS event.  Bethel has started construction and tapped into our system 
for a temporary construction meter for the grading and construction work.  Water meter and fire 
service requirements were discussed briefly.  Seven Bridges continues to move forward and we 
understand that developer DR Horton is taking the project over.  Wayne discussed further 
development in and around the Redding area.   
 
9.  Manager’s Report 
 
David reported that peak demands are beginning to subside slightly, despite hot, dry and smokey 
conditions.  The District is maximizing groundwater production and we have secured water 
transfer arrangements to augment supply.  Both the KLI and McConnell transfers have “take or 
pay provisions.”  Reclamation has approved the KLI Transfer in record time.  Well 6 has been 
recently shut down due to low production and drawdown.  The letter agreement with Clear Creek 
CSD was executed promptly following the Board’s Special Meeting.  We are strongly encourag-
ing conservation (demand management) by customers, to avoid overuse penalties and avoid the 
District exceeding diversion entitlement.  The State Board has issued curtailment orders for the 
Delta and other areas.  Several of the CVP regions have issued statements in support of this order 
because of the illegal pumping taking place in the Delta.  Normally no one wants the State Board 
to overregulate and this is mostly too little too late by the state, but the water supply is so low 
even ag interests are willing to say enough is enough. 
 
The Distribution Superintendent has provided notice to separate from service and plans to move 
out of the state.  This is a significant loss for the management team and for the District.  The po-
sition requires a D4 Certification.  Additionally, a Distribution Lead Operator recently separated 
from service and we continue to advertise the position and have extended the application period.  
There were no internal applicants that applied.  The Position requires a D3 Certification, a Class 
A driver’s license.  The positions will remain open until filled.  Staff continues to deal with the 
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enormous extra workload that comes with drought conditions and have done an amazing job ex-
plaining circumstances and shortage measures, allocations, penalties, etc.  Revised office hours 
have helped us to resolve essential office workload. 
 
David reported that staff managed though the first de-energization event (aka:  PSPS) of the sea-
son.  Thankfully, The Wintu Pumping Plan, Well 1, and Old Oregon Trail Pump Station were not 
impacted.  Notifications initially indicated that two facilities would be impacted, then the day of, 
it was revised to include all PG&E accounts.  The event was scaled back to most of our facilities 
with a restoral the following day, which was subsequently delayed yet another business day.  Re-
acting to revised scope and scale is challenging for operations staff and enormously disruptive. 
 
David reported that he and Connie had a good meeting and discussion with Director Leimone 
Waite regarding shortage year messaging and a revised methodology to index to the prior year, 
which would be simpler to explain, more understandable by customers with less change of cir-
cumstance variance requests.  David reported he plans to follow-up on flow restrictor language 
in cases of significant increased water use.   
 
10.  Board Member Comments and Reports 
 
Director Smith commented on the legislation that was passed regarding language on penalties 
and how it leaves it up to the local agency for enforcement.   
 
Director Bambino commented on having a luncheon and tour of Wintu with City of Redding 
Council members and possibly doing a luncheon and tour at Wintu.  David explained that it is 
the works with Chuck Auckland and staff and a couple of council members.  Director Schabarum 
commented on completing the general managers evaluation. 
 
Director Schabarum also stated he would like to adjourn this meeting in honor and memory of 
his late father with 30 plus years of public service. 
 
The Meeting was adjourned at 6:58 pm.  
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BELLA VISTA WATER DISTRICT 
 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
            ) SS 
COUNTY OF SHASTA      ) 
 
 
I, DAVID J. COXEY, Secretary to the Board of Directors of the Bella Vista Water District, 
presented to the Board of Directors the minutes of the Board Meeting of August 23, 2021, for 
approval by the Board of Directors. 
 
 
             
      _________________________________________ 
      David J. Coxey, Secretary of the Board of Directors 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
            ) SS 
COUNTY OF SHASTA      ) 
 
 
I, DAVID J. COXEY, Secretary of the Board of Directors of Bella Vista Water District, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the aforementioned minutes attached hereto were approved by the 
Board of Directors of said District at their meeting of October 4, 2021. 
 
Ayes:  Nash, Schabarum, and Smith    
 
Noes:  0   
 
Absent: Bambino and Waite  
 
Abstain: 0 
  
 
             
      _________________________________________ 
      David J. Coxey, Secretary to the Board of Directors 
 
 
Date:  October 5, 2021 


